
Music  

We create an inclusive learning environment whereby all children, including children with Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities are supported to take part in all learning opportunities and activities alongside their peers. We make 

reasonable adjustments to our curriculum and the school environment to ensure all children can achieve their 

potential.  

In Music adaptions may also include or be reflected through;   

• Carefully consider the layout of the learning environment to engage all learners and maximis e access to 

resources.  

• Pre-expose learners to the content of the lesson, e.g., show them particular instruments and how they are 

played, share snippets of music and pre-teach musical elements and terminology.  

• Consider potential unhelpful sources of distraction, such as overfrequent changes of task or unstructured 

group work.   

• Give learners a particular role in the lesson to keep them engaged and promote active participation.   

• Arrange movement breaks.  

• Consider the size of the group and allow for the fact that learners may benefit from smaller groups or 

individual work.   

• Music lessons can be challenging for learners with auditory sensitivity.   

• Ear defenders can enable learners to partake in lessons with more confidence.   

• Create opportunities for physical contact with instruments and/or sound sources if learners cannot hear 

sounds clearly. Percussion, stringed, wind and brass instruments all lend themselves well to this.   

• Consider the lighting in the learning environment and if learners would benefit from reduced glare on 

interactive whiteboards and computer screens.  

• Provide visual aids to enable learners to identify instruments and musical dimensions, such as pitch and 

tempo.   

• Use strategies such as modelling, demonstrating and imitating to help learners understand musical concepts.   

• Create a graphic score or pictorial representations of a composition to provide a form of nonverbal 

communication.   

• Provide visual word banks that are accessible throughout, as necessary.   

• For support in identifying different instruments photographs of those learners playing the instruments, can 

help with retention.   

• Break down content into small steps and allow time for guided practice of each step to build up conceptual 

understanding.  

• If resources allow, create a small group opportunity to enable learners to develop understanding with closer 

adult intervention.   

• Maximise opportunities to model, demonstrate and imitate in to encourage active participation through a 

scaffolded experience.  

  

For further guidance and information on creating inclusive music lessons please refer to 
https://nasen.org.uk/page/nasenco  
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