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Year 5 – Recommended Reading List 

 

Who Let The Gods Out? - Maz Evans 
 
Elliot's mum is ill and his home is under threat, but a shooting star crashes to 
earth and changes his life forever. The star is Virgo - a young Zodiac goddess 
on a mission. But the pair accidentally release Thanatos, a wicked death 
daemon imprisoned beneath Stonehenge, and must then turn to the old 
Olympian gods for help. After centuries of cushy retirement on earth, are 
Zeus and his crew up to the task of saving the world - and solving Elliot's 
problems too? 

 

Sky Song – Abi Elphinstone 
In the snowy kingdom of Erkenwald, whales glide between icebergs, wolves 
hunt on the tundra and polar bears roam the glaciers. But the people of this 
land aren’t so easy to find - because Erkenwald is ruled by an evil  Ice Queen 
and the tribes must stay hidden or risk becoming her prisoners at Winterfang 
Palace. Join Eska, a girl who breaks free from a cursed music box, and Flint, a 
boy whose inventions could change the fate of Erkenwald forever, as 
they journey to the Never Cliffs and beyond in search of an ancient, almost 
forgotten, song with the power to force the Ice Queen back. 
 

 

The Polar Bear Explorers’ Club – Alex Bell 

Join Stella Starflake Pearl and her three fellow explorers as they trek across 
the snowy Icelands and come face-to-face with frost fairies, snow queens, 
outlaw hideouts, unicorns, pygmy dinosaurs and carnivorous cabbages . . .  

When Stella and three other junior explorers get separated from their 
expedition can they cross the frozen wilderness and live to tell the tale? 
 

 

The Nowhere Emporium – Ross Mckenzie 
 
When the mysterious Nowhere Emporium arrives in Glasgow, orphan Daniel 
Holmes stumbles upon it quite by accident. Before long, the 'shop from 
nowhere' -- and its owner, Mr Silver -- draw Daniel into a breathtaking world 
of magic and enchantment. Recruited as Mr Silver's apprentice, Daniel learns 
the secrets of the Emporium's vast labyrinth of passageways and rooms -- 
rooms that contain wonders beyond anything Daniel has ever imagined. But 
when Mr Silver disappears, and a shadow from the past threatens 
everything, the Emporium and all its wonders begin to crumble.  

 

Charlotte’s web – E.B White 
This is the story of a kindhearted girl named Fern who saves the life a lucky 
pig named Wilbur. It is also the story of Charlotte, the beautiful, gray spider 
who lives with Wilbur in the Barn and who becomes his best friend. Wilbur 
enjoys each new day -- until the old sheep tells him what farmers do to pigs 
at Christmas. Suddenly Wilbur is terribly afraid, but Charlotte promises to 
spin a clever plan to save her friend. 



 

The Witches – Roald Dahl 
 
Real witches dress in ordinary clothes and look like ordinary women. But 
they are not ordinary. They are always plotting and scheming with 
murderous, bloodthirsty thoughts - and they hate children. 
The Grand High Witch hates children most of all and plans to make every 
single one of YOU disappear. 
Only one boy and his grandmother can stop her, but if their plan fails the 
Grand High Witch will frizzle them like fritters, and then what . . . ? 

 

There May Be A Castle – Piers Torday 
On a frozen Christmas Eve, Mouse Mallory and his family set off across a 
snow-white valley to visit his grandparents. They never arrive. As the wheels 
skid off the icy road, Mouse is thrown from the car. When he wakes, he finds 
himself in a magical landscape, with only a talkative sheep and a very bossy 
horse for company. And they tell him: this is your story now. So begins 
Mouse's extraordinary quest through a world of wonder. A world of 
monsters, minstrels, dangerous knights and mysterious wizards; a world of 
terrifying danger but also more excitement than Mouse has ever known. All 
to find a castle, somewhere, beyond. 

 

The Boy Who Swam With Piranhas – David Almond 
 
 Stanley Potts is just an ordinary boy, but when all the jobs in Fish Quay 
disappear his Uncle Ernie develops an extraordinary fascination with canning 
fish. Suddenly their home is filled with the sound of clanging machinery and 
the stench of mackerel, and Uncle Ernie's obsession reaches such heights 
that he would even can Stan's beloved goldfish! Stan, however, has his own 
destiny, which leads him – via a hook-a-duck stall – to Pancho Pirelli, the 
blue-caped madman who swims with piranhas. And as Stan delves into the 
waters, he finally discovers who he really can be. 

 

The Boy In The Tower – Polly Ho-Yen 
Ade loves living at the top of a tower block. From his window, he feels like he 
can see the whole world stretching out beneath him. 
His mum doesn’t really like looking outside – but it’s going outside that she 
hates. She’s happier sleeping all day inside their tower, where it’s safe. 
But one day, other tower blocks on the estate start falling down around 
them and strange, menacing plants begin to appear. 
Now their tower isn’t safe anymore. Ade and his mum are trapped and 
there’s no way out . . . 

 

The Wolf Wilder – Katherine Rundell 
Feodora and her mother live in the snowbound woods of Russia, in a house 
full of food and fireplaces. Ten minutes away, in a ruined chapel, lives a pack 
of wolves. Feodora's mother is a wolf wilder, and Feo is a wolf wilder in 
training. A wolf wilder is the opposite of an animal tamer: it is a person who 
teaches tamed animals to fend for themselves, and to fight and to run, and 
to be wary of humans. When the murderous hostility of the Russian Army 
threatens her very existence, Feo is left with no option but to go on the run. 
What follows is a story of revolution and adventure, about standing up for 
the things you love and fighting back. And, of course, wolves.  
 

 



 

 

Artemis Fowl – Eoin Colfer 
 
12-year-old villain Artemis Fowl is the most ingenious criminal mastermind in 
history. His bold and daring plan is to hold a leprechaun to ransom. But he's 
taking on more than he bargained for when he kidnaps Captain Holly Short 
of the LEPrecon (Lower Elements Police Reconnaissance Unit).  
 

 

Mold And The Poison Plot – Lorraine Gregory 
 
He's got a big heart . . . and a nose to match!  
Mold's a bit of a freak. His nose is as big as his body is puny and his mother 
abandoned him in a bin when he was a mere baby. Who else but the old 
healer, Aggy, would have taken him in and raised him as her own? But when 
Aggy is accused of poisoning the King, Mold sets out to clear her name.  

 

Private Peaceful – Michael Morpurgo 

Told in the voice of Private Tommo Peaceful, the story follows twenty-four 
hours at the front, and captures his memories of his family and his village life 
– by no means as tranquil as it appeared. 

Full of vivid detail and engrossing atmosphere, leading to a dramatic and 
moving conclusion, Private Peaceful is both a compelling love story and a 
deeply moving account of the First World War. 

 

 

The Famous Five – Five On A Treasure Island 

In their first adventure, the Famous Five find a shipwreck off Kirrin Island. 
But where is the treasure? The Famous Five are on the trail, looking for 
clues, but they're not alone. Someone else has got the same idea! Time is 
running out for the Famous Five - who will follow the clues and get to the 
treasure first? 

 

The Girl Of Ink And Stars – Kiran Millwood Hargrave 
 
Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella dreams of the faraway lands her 
cartographer father once mapped. When her friend disappears, she 
volunteers to guide the search. The world beyond the walls is a monster-
filled wasteland - and beneath the dry rivers and smoking mountains, a fire 
demon is stirring from its sleep. Soon, following her map, her heart and an 
ancient myth, Isabella discovers the true end of her journey: to save the 
island itself. 



 

 

Time Travelling With A Hamster – Ross Welford 
On Al Chaudhury’s twelfth birthday his beloved Grandpa Byron gives him a 
letter from Al’s late father. In it Al receives a mission: travel back to 1984 
in a secret time machine and save his father’s life.  Al soon discovers that 
time travel requires daring and imagination. It also requires lies, theft, 
setting his school on fire and ignoring philosophical advice from Grandpa 
Byron. All without losing his pet hamster, Alan Shearer…Time Travelling 
With a Hamster is a funny, heart-warming race-against-time  

 

Goldfish Boy – Lisa Thompson 
 
A story about finding friendship when you're lonely - and hope when all 
you feel is fear. Twelve-year-old Matthew is trapped in his bedroom by 
crippling OCD, spending most of his time staring out of his window as the 
inhabitants of Chestnut Close go about their business. Until the day he is 
the last person to see his next door neighbour's toddler, Teddy, before he 
goes missing. Matthew must turn detective and unravel the mystery of 
Teddy's disappearance. 

 

The Breadwinner – Deborah Ellis 
 
Afghanistan: Parvana's father is arrested and taken away by Taliban 
soldiers. Under Taliban law, women and girls are not allowed to leave the 
house on their own. Parvana, her mother, and sisters are prisoners in their 
own home. With no man to go out to buy food, they face starvation.  
So Parvana must pretend to be a boy to save her family. It is a dangerous 
plan, but their only chance. In fear, she goes out - and witnesses the 
horror of landmines, the brutality of the Taliban, and the desperation of a 
country trying to survive. But even in despair lies hope . . .  

 

Timmy Failure – Mistakes Were Made – Stephen Pastis 
 
Meet Timmy Failure, founder of the "best" detective agency in town – 
Total Failure, Inc. With the help of his polar bear, Total, the clueless, 
comically self-confident Timmy already has plans for world domination. 
Plans that will make his mother rich and unpaid bills a thing of the past. 
And plans that will defeat Corrina Corrina, "The One Whose Name Shall 
Not Be Uttered". But she's not going away. Riotously funny, Timmy Failure 
is sure to have readers in stitches. 

 

Clockwork – Phillip Pullman 
It is a cold winter's night when Karl enters the White Horse Tavern looking 
like he's swallowed a thundercloud. His final task as a clockmaker 
apprentice is to make a new figure for the great clock of Glockenheim. He 
has not made the figure - or got any idea of what it could be, and the 
unveiling is tomorrow. Fritz is also in the tavern; there to read aloud his 
new spooky story. Like Karl, he hasn't finished. Well, he knows how the 
story starts and he knows it's called Clockwork - so, with the snow swirling 
down outside, he sets his story going and just has to hope that the ending 
will come to him as he tells it. 



 

Harry Potter and the Philsophers Stone  - J. K Rowling  
After the misery of life with his ghastly aunt and uncle, Harry Potter is 
delighted to have the chance to embark on an exciting new life at the 
Hogwart's School of Wizardry and Witchcraft. Learning about magic and 
making new friends, he has the chance to use his new-found wizarding 
skills to unravel some of the mysteries of his own past - and to uncover 
some shocking secrets about his teachers 

 

The Lion And The Unicorn – Shirley Hughes 
As Lenny's father goes off to fight in the second world war he gives his son 
a brass badge with a lion and a unicorn on it. Lenny keeps it with him 
when bombs are dropped on his street and when he has to be evacuated 
to a big house in the country. He misses his parents a great deal and the 
other children there and at school are spiteful in teasing him. But he finds 
a secret walled garden to escape to with a stone unicorn. Here he meets 
the wounded soldier Mick and learns again how hard it is to be brave. It is 
the unicorn who finally rescues him from his sadness and loneliness and 
proves itself to be his guardian angel by bringing his mother to him. 

 

Scribbleboy – Philip Ridley 
 
Bailey arrives in a new neighbourhood with his extraordinary family. He 
has no friends but receives a mysterious invitation to join the Scribbleboy 
Fan Club. The one and only founder member is Ziggy Fuzz. His vital mission 
is to spread the word about Scribbleboy and his amazing scribbles which 
years ago transformed the gloomy grey concrete of the neighbourhood. 
Swept along in plans to discover the identity of the mythical artist, Bailey 
carries on his work so the scribbles start again and eventually he discovers 
the scribbleboy is in fact a scribblegirl! 

 

Hacker – Malorie Blackman 
 
MESSAGE: This is the system operator. Who is using this account? Please 
identify yourself . . .  
 
When Vicky's father is arrested, accused of stealing over a million pounds 
from the bank where he works, she is determined to prove his innocence. 
But how? There's only one way - to attempt to break into the bank's 
computer files.  
Even if Vicky is the best hacker in the world, will she find the real thief 
before they find her? 

 

A Series Of Unfortunate Events – Lemony Snickett 
Violet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire are intelligent children. They are 
charming, and resourceful, and have pleasant facial features. 
Unfortunately, they are exceptionally unlucky. 

In The Bad Beginning, the siblings encounter a greedy and repulsive villain, 
itchy clothing, a disastrous fire, a plot to steal their fortune and cold 
porridge for breakfast. 



Rewards for reading 

10+ books from the suggested 

list with 6 of your own choice 
Bronze Certificate 

20+ books from the suggested 

list with 8 of your own choice 
Silver Certificate 

20 books from the suggested 

list with 10 of your own choice 

Gold Reader  
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