
 

Hill View Primary School – Year 4 

Project Overview  

 
The Iron Man              5 weeks 

Rationale 

How far had he walked? Nobody knows. Where had he come from? Nobody knows. How was he made? Nobody 

knows.  The Iron Man is in pieces.  How can we fix him?  How did he break? Piecing together the parts of the 

story, build a clear picture of the character, the events that happen and how those feel around him.  

Observational drawings will show the Iron Man’s emotions and bring him back to life.  They will learn about the 

meaningful relationships within the story and how to empathise with others points of view. Year 2 will come and 

see the Iron Man experience for themselves through an Art workshop and original imaginative stories. 

Hook 

The caretaker finds a bag of nuts and bolts 

with a label attached saying ‘lunch’. At the 

bottom of the bag is a bulb with the word 

‘spare’ written on it. Whose could it be?  Is it 

human?  Is it friendly or scary? 

Mid hook:  

Watch a clip of the first scene of the Iron 

Man.   

Outcome 

“Come and meet the Iron Man.”  Year 2 will be invited into 

Year 4 for an Art workshop.  Year 4s teach the younger 

children the art techniques i.e. cross hatching, shading etc. 

and share their stories. 

Value 1: Emotional Intelligence 

 Believe in themselves, accept a 

challenge to take on something new and 

feel proud of their efforts and 

achievements. 

 Build lasting and meaningful 

relationships and develop effective 

interpersonal skills.  

 Recognise the emotions of other people, 

show empathy and respond 

appropriately. 

Value 2: Thinking 

 Use their imagination to generate ideas, make 

connections and promote innovative outcomes. 

 Seek meaning through reflecting on their 

experiences and feelings, asking philosophical 

questions and challenging their own ideas. 

 

Focus Subject 1: Art 

Identify techniques used by 

artists who use pencils to 

create observational 

drawings. 

Experiment with shading 

using a variety of drawing 

pencils to identify which 

pencil grade is appropriate 

to create aspects of drawing 

an eye. 

Examine drawings of faces 

to identify how artists 

achieve proportion use these 

techniques to draw faces 

with features i.e. nose, eyes 

Focus Subject 2: English 

Main writing tasks 

Read the first chapter of the Iron Man and 

identify vocabulary used to describe him. 

Write a paragraph using expanded noun 

phrases to describe the Iron Man, draft and 

publish for display.  

 

Box up text to inform writing of paragraphs. 

Include description of setting, characters. 

Include a short dialogue between 

characters. 

Draft and write own story based on the Iron 

Man by rehearsing orally.  Use nouns and 

pronouns when writing to avoid repetition 

Focus Subject 3: PHSE 

Empathise with different 

characters' points of view in 

order to explain what 

characters are thinking/feeling 

and the way they act.  

Write thought bubbles to show 

characters thoughts on first 

meeting the Iron Man. 

Recognise how first impressions 

of the Iron Man can change 

through getting to know 

someone.  

 

 



– where they are placed in 

comparison with each other. 

Draw and improve the Iron 

Man’s face or other images 

from the text using cross-

hatching. 

 

 

 

and ensure cohesion within and across 

sentences. 

 

Other writing tasks 

Refer to the text to identify a range of 

fronted adverbials and the use of commas, 

adapt to use in own writing e.g.: Later that 

day, I heard the bad news'. 

 

Write a short dialogue between Hogarth and 

the Iron Man to show understanding of 

speech and punctuation.   

Refer to the text to identify a range of 

sentence structures e.g. command, 

statement, question, exclamation, simple 

sentences, subordinate clauses within a 

complex sentence before or after the main 

clause.  

  

Writing skills to cover 

Identify and use punctuation for speech 

accurately.  

Using synonyms  

Editing 

 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 

Prefixes ‘anti-’ and ‘inter-’ 

Endings that sound like 

/ʃən/ spelt ‘-cian’, ‘-sion’, 

‘-tion’ and ‘-ssion’ 

Words with the /s/ sound 

spelt ‘sc’ (Latin in origin) 

Direct speech touch on indirect speech  

Know the difference between a preposition 

and an adverb 

Possessive apostrophes for regular singular 

and plural nouns 

 

Talk 4 Writing strategies 

S story plan  

Box it up  

Story mountain  

Application Subject: ICT  

Use a search engine to investigate pencil drawings of eyes and faces. iPads (Photo Sketch App) to take a selfie 

and  convert to pencil sketch.   

Use coding (A.L.E.X App ) to make an Iron Man move over a distance. 

Application subject: Design technology 

Design and build an Iron Man which can stand independently using either junk materials or a construction kit 

for display alongside drawings.  

Visits and visitors – An illustrator/artist to demonstrate pencil drawings.  

Home Learning – 

Each week the children will be taught a particular sketching skill. The children will provided with a sketch book 

and would really like to see this skill being practiced at home with evidence in the sketch book. This will be a 

working document, so the children can have freedom to be creative, however we will be giving different 

objectives each week for the children to focus on. 



 


