
Hill View Primary School – Year 6 
Project Overview 

How Civilised 
(6 Weeks) 

    

Rationale  
Children will become historians in this unit. They will do the work of historians, enquiring into the lives of 
people in new areas of history for them and then presenting this to each other in an historical convention. 
How civilised it will be with badges, coffee and biscuits and historical chit chat. Each class will study one 
of the eras.  

    

Hook:  
Visitor will arrive and present knowledge to 
the children in a variety of ways.  Children will 
then be set the challenge to become a 
historical expert. 

Howard Carter – virtual search of 
Tutankhamun’s tomb. 

   

Outcome: 
As professors, children will run a convention 
where they will have the responsibility of 
educating their colleagues on an aspect of an 
Ancient Civilisation. Worked well, tied work in 
well possibly intro feedback /survey to be 
completed by pupils at time of convention 
Children will produce a ‘Pocket Guide’ on their 
ancient civilisation.  

  

Independence 
 Set their own challenging goals continually 

evaluating their progress and working with 
commitment and showing resilience.  

 Make informed choices and wise decisions, 
understanding the consequences of their actions 
and fully accepting responsibility for them.  

 Plan a sequence of relevant activities to achieve 
a goal, evaluating progress and managing time 
and space effectively.  

 
   

Thinking  
 Give clear explanations to justify reasons, 

drawing on deduction, inference and 
evidence.  

 Generate a line of enquiry based on key 
questions and use to undertake research, 
draw conclusions and inform future learning.  

 
   

History  
Develop understanding of chronology 
by placing historical eras (Greeks, 
Egyptians, Mayans) on a calibrated 
timeline, comparing to other key eras.  
To create individual scaled timelines 
for Egyptians, Mayans and Greeks 
which show key events within those 
civilisations – annotations can be used.  
Each class will follow a modelled line 
of enquiry to construct informed 
responses selecting and organising 
relevant historical information for one 
of the ancient civilisations worked well  
Develop an understanding of Ancient 
civilisations and their cultures. 
Through research and  
evaluation of reliable sources of 
information and artefacts. Primary 
and secondary  

English  
Main writing tasks  
Information text about 
Tutankhamen and Greek 
Gods and Goddesses.  
Narrative based on the 
discovery of Tutankhamen’s 
tomb.  
Writing Greek myths.  
Other writing tasks  
Select, retrieve and note key 
information to include in 
enquiry. E.g. create lists with 
bullet points with colons and 
semi-colons.  
Precise information texts into a 
key paragraphs to support 
enquiry, clearly structured into 
key paragraphs with headings 
and sub-headings.  

Geography  
Identify ancient civilisations on 
a map of the world and compare 
to modern world map.  
Identify some geographical 
features of countries and 
consider their impact on the 
development of ancient 
civilisations.  

 



Following research, groups within the 
class will deepen their understanding 
through researching the following 
aspects: architecture, social 
structure, dress and adornment, the 
after-life, key people and their impact 
on future civilisations.  
Evaluate sources, explaining 
justifications, to assess its usefulness 
and reliability. Primary and secondary  
Each class will compare, contrast and 
share all aspects studied above in 
order to learn from each other.  
Follow an independent line of enquiry 
to construct informed responses 
selecting and organising relevant 
historical information. – investigate 
lives and achievements of either 
Egyptians, Greeks or Mayans.  

 

Organise information in to a 
pocket guide to present at the 
convention. A glossary of terms 
may be included.  
Develop clear and formal speech 
and articulation to present 
information at the convention 
using subjunctive form. – sort of  
Writing skills to cover  
Information text:  
•use paragraphs to organise 
ideas  
•in non-narrative writing, use 
simple devices to structure 
the writing and support the 
reader (e.g. headings, sub-
headings, bullet points)  
•use a range of devices to 
build cohesion (e.g. 
conjunctions, adverbials of 
time and place, pronouns, 
synonyms) within and across 
paragraphs  
Narratives:  
•Integrate dialogue in 
narratives, to advance the 
action.  
•use the range of 
punctuation taught at key 
stage 2 correctly (e.g. semi-
colons, dashes, colons, 
hyphens) and, when 
necessary, use such 
punctuation precisely to 
enhance meaning and avoid 
ambiguity  
Grammar  
Modal verbs  
Noun phrases  
Possessive and relative pronouns  
Relative clauses  
Active and passive voice  
Subjunctive  
Verb tenses  
Colons  
Semi-colons  
Apostrophes for possession  
Spelling  
Hyphens to join compound 
adjectives.  
Word ending in – able and 
ably.  
Word families  
Prefixes – micro and mini  
Talk 4 Writing strategies  
Boxing up  
Text mapping  



Tool Kit  

 

Application Subject: ICT  
Research using google search engines and organise information. Use British Museum website “Teaching History with 
100 Objects” section.  
http://wwww.mayankids.com/  
Application Subject: Art  
Use Papier-Mache to create a three dimensional artefact related to one of the civilisations studies.  
Home Learning – Create a visual aid or artefact to enhance their presentation at the history 
convention. 
Visits and visitors – Children will visit a Museum and take part in a workshop. Alternatively, virtual visits will 
be used within class. Further class study at the museum will focus on Greeks, Mayans and Egyptians as well as 
developing historical enquiry skills.  

 


