
Hill View Primary School – Year 6 
Project Overview 

‘Journey to Jo’Burg’ 
(4 Weeks) 

  

Rationale  
A different place, a different time, different rules. How would you feel if your parents worked far 
away? What choices would you have to make? The Journey to Jo’burg will challenge us to consider 
these issues and many more as we develop an understanding and empathy for the characters in the 
story. Writing letters from the characters will challenge us to see the world from a different view 
point and develop an understanding of another place and time. It will challenge the things we take 
for granted and allow us to understand fairness and equality. Using pen and ink we will illustrate our 
feelings and the experiences of the characters. A final exhibition will give us the opportunity to 
share our understanding and viewpoints with the community.  

  

Hook 
Class segregation/discrimination activity.  

 

 

Outcome  
Display in the corridor of African inspired 
art. 

  

Emotional Intelligence 
 Make a considered response to the emotions 

of others and show empathy in their actions.  
 Identify the feelings of others by linking to 

our own experiences.  
  

Thinking 
Reflect more deeply on an experience to 
challenge own views and understanding.  
 

  

Focus Subject - English  
Main writing tasks  
To write a biography from the 
point of view of either Martin 
Luther king, Nelson Mandela and 
Rosa Parks.  
Write a speech from 
perspective of Martin Luther 
King.  
Read Journey to Jo’burg to 
develop an understanding of the 
life and experiences of the 
characters. Write a diary about 
segregation.  
Use emotive and descriptive 
language to describe a setting.  
Other writing tasks  
Write letters from the 
characters showing an 
understanding of their 
viewpoint.  

Focus Subject – History 
Non European study – 
focus on inequality.  
Equality in opinions  
Black History – inequality – 
how it began, study of 
Apartheid in South Africa.  
Comparison to, and 
influences in modern 
society.  

  

Focus Subject 3 - PSHE 
(SCARF-celebrating 
difference)  
Identify the feelings of 
others by linking them to 
their own experiences.  
Give advice to characters 
to show understanding of 
their choices.  

  



Write a letter to a character 
making comparisons and showing 
empathy.  
Writing skills to cover  
Biography and speech:  
•use paragraphs to organise 
ideas  
•in non-narrative writing, use 
simple devices to structure the  
writing and support the reader 
(e.g. headings, sub-headings, 
bullet points)  
•Selecting vocabulary suitable 
for the reader.  
•Levels of formality in writing.  
Spelling, Punctuation and 
Grammar  
Adjectives ending in ent ending 
into nouns ending in ence or 
ency.  
Hyphens to join a prefix ending 
in a vowel to a root word 
beginning with a vowel.  
Word classes – pronouns, 
synonyms and antonyms.  
Talk 4 Writing strategies  
Boxing up  
Text mapping  
Tool Kit  

  

Application Subject: ART  
Model and practice creating geometric shape designs in the style of Esther Mahlangu. 
Use techniques practiced to create artwork to represent themselves.  
Review and develop pieces to improve detail and precision.  
Concept that represents the experiences of a character in the book for the exhibition.  
Application Subject: Geography – map work and understanding of countries in Africa.  
Home Learning – Personal Research – tell someone about a significant figure from black history. 
Visits and visitors – N/A 
 

 


