
Year 1 key vocabulary and knowledge. 

 

Geography: vocabulary and knowledge; 

Year one The Gruffalo     Our Local Area. Enquiry Question:   What’s it like where we 
l ive? 

Three bears          People and their Communities.                               Enquiry Question: 
Where in the world do these people live? 

Extraordinary gardener    Seasons.                Enquiry Question: What are the seasons? 
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Al l  children can: • know about the local area and name key landmarks, such 
as the nearest local green space (e.g. from a vocabulary list of features of 

the local area, identify which are human or physical and describe these 

features) • talk about a natural environment, naming its features using some 
key vocabulary • locate places on a map of the local area using locational 

and directional language (e.g. after a walk to a nearby green space, describe 
the route taken on a simple base map using everyday directions and 

locational language). 
 

Most children can: • know about the local area, and name and locate key 
landmarks (e.g. create a vocabulary list of the human and physical features 

of the local area, and describe these features and locate them on a map 
using images or drawings) • recognise a natural environment and describe it 

using key vocabulary • describe a journey on a map of the local area using 

simple compass directions and locational and directional language (e.g. after 
a walk to a nearby green space, describe the route taken on a large-scale 

map using compass directions and locational language). 
 

Some children can: • know the local area and its physical and human 
geography (e.g. investigate how other people view the local area, e.g. 
tourism websites, create a vocabulary list of the human and physical 

features of the local area, and how people can use and change these and 

Al l  children can: • know and understand their locality, and a series of locations and 
places outside of Europe • describe the physical and human geography of a distant place 
• use geographical vocabulary, e.g. near, far, long way away • be supported in a role play 

that summarises this understanding. 
 

Most children can: • understand that within a location/country, there are different ways 
of living • describe the physical and human geography of several different places • use 

geographical vocabulary, e.g. near, far, long way away (distant), North, South, East and 
West • complete a travel document and work with a peer in a role play that summarises 

this understanding. 
 

Some children can: • know, describe and understand their locality, and a series of 
locations and places outside Europe • understand that within a location/country, there 

will be differences in how people live • describe in detail the physical and human 

geography of a distant place using geographical vocabulary • understand, explain and 
describe aerial photographs and video material of different places 

Al l  children can: • identify changes in the weather • identify seasonal weather patterns in 
the UK • assist in taking repeated observations and record these using symbols • 

understand the different parts of the UK and that the weather may vary, and there can be 

hot and cold areas of the UK on the same day. 
 

Most children can: • name and describe changes in the weather • name the seasons and 
describe the basic UK seasonal weather patterns • assist in taking repeated observations 

and record these using symbols • understand the different parts of the UK, and that the 
weather may vary there. 

 
Some children can: • name and describe changes in the weather confidently • name the 

seasons and describe the basic UK seasonal weather patterns • take repeated observations 
accurately and record these using symbols • understand the different parts of the UK, and 

that the weather may vary there due to the wind. 
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describe these features and locate them on a map using images or drawings) 
• recognise different natural environments and describe them using a range 
of key vocabulary • describe a journey on a map of the local area, locating 
features and landmarks seen on the journey (e.g. after a walk to a nearby 

green space, describe with confidence the route taken on a large-scale OS 
map using compass directions and locational language). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 key vocabulary and knowledge. 

 

History: vocabulary and knowledge; 

Year one The sandwich bar    My Family History.                         Enquiry Question: What was life 
l ike when our grandparents were children? 

Fire,Fire      The Great Fire of London.                                     Enquiry Question: Did the 
Great Fire make London a better place? 

O h we do like to be beside the seaside      Holidays.                                  Enquiry Question: 
How have holidays changed over time? 
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Al l  children can: use a number of everyday terms, such as ‘now’, ‘then’, ‘yesterday’, 
‘week’, ‘month’, ‘year’, ‘nowadays’, ‘old’ and ‘new’. • use some common time 

words when they sequence objects. 
 

Most children can: understand securely and use a wider range of time terms. • use 
a broader range of common words relating to the passage of time. • demonstrate a 

secure understanding of the words used. 

 
Some children can: use more complex time terms, such as BC/AD, and period labels 

and terms. • use a wider range of terms and phrases including those related to 
time periods. • demonstrate secure understanding of the terms used. 

Al l  children can: identify at least one relevant cause for, and effect of, several events 
covered. • give one relevant cause why the Great Fire of London took place • give one 

relevant effect of the Great Fire of London taking place 
 

Most children can: identify a few relevant causes and effects for some of the main 
events covered. • identify several causes of the Great Fire of London • identify several 

effects of the Great Fire of London 

 
Some children can: comment on a few valid causes and effects relating to many of the 

events covered. • give a broad range of causes of the Great Fire of London • give a 
broad range of effects of the Great Fire of London • confidently explain why one cause 

is more important than another •confidently explain that the Great Fire of London had 
both a short-term and long-term impact • confidently explain that the Great Fire of 

London had both a positive and a negative impact 

Al l  children can: depict on a timeline the sequence of a few objects and/or pieces of 
information. • sequence the images of seaside holidays in the correct order. • Some 

children may need some support to place the images in the correct order. 
 

Most children can; independently sequence on an annotated timeline a number of 
objects or events related to particular themes, events, periods, societies and people. • 

place the images of seaside holidays in the correct place on the timeline. • work 

independently and with confidence. 
 

Some children can: give a valid explanation for their sequence of objects and events on 
timelines or narratives they have devised. • select a number of images from a larger 

selection to place on a timeline to show changes in seaside holidays. • add some 
captions and dates to the timeline. • If questioned, the child can give a valid explanation 

why they have placed the images in this order. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 key vocabulary and knowledge. 

 

Science: vocabulary and knowledge; 

 
 

Year one 

Animals including humans 
Autumn 1 – Gruffalo 

Autumn 2 + Spring 1 – Discrete 

Summer 2 – Oh we do like to be beside the seaside. 

Materials 
Spring 2 – Three bears in a fix 

P lants 
Summer 1 – The extraordinary Gardener 

Seasons 
Al l  year – observe and record 
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Plants (daisy, rose, marigold, dandelions, holly, yew tree, oak 

tree, beech tree) 
 

Names of common vegetables e.g. carrot, cucumber etc. 
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• To identify and name a variety of common animals including 

fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals 

• To identify and name a variety of common animals that are 

carnivores, herbivores and omnivores 

• To describe and compare the structure of a variety of 

common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals including pets) 

• To distinguish between an object and the 

material from which it is made 

• To identify and name a variety of everyday 

materials, including wood, plastic, glass, metal, 
water, and rock 

• To describe the simple physical properties of a 

variety of everyday materials 

• To identify and name a variety of common wild and garden 

plants, including deciduous and evergreen trees 

• To identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of 

common flowering plants, including trees 

 

• To observe changes across the 4 seasons 

• To observe and describe weather associated with the seasons 

and how day length varies 
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of skills and 
knowledge 

map for 
more 

detail. 

• To identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the 

human body and say which part of the body is associated 
with each sense 

• To compare and group together a variety of 

everyday materials on the basis of their simple 
physical properties 
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Art: vocabulary and knowledge 

Year 1 Blossoming Butterflies 
Class artists – Monet, Van Gogh, Kusama. 

 

 

Fire Fire! 
English Architect – Christopher Wren. His work to be studied alongside the oil pastel scenes. 

 

 

The Extraordinary Gardener 
Movement: Realism 

Focus artist – Pieter Wagemans (Belgian) 
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Key knowledge ALL 
children should at least 

know 
Please refer to the 

progression of skills and 

knowledge map for 
more detail. 

Skills - Explore and discuss the class artist and some of 
their work to create a class door label showing the class 

name and work by the class artist. 
 

Paint proud faces as a self-portrait using colour mixing to 

display with our learning charter. 
 
 

A coloured liquid that you can spread to make something 

look nice. 
A person who makes art 

Small spots 

What an object looks like – how your eyes see it. 
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Skills - Explore the differences between hot and cold colours and experiment with mixing colours. 
 

Explore different materials that also represent hot and cold colours (eg. Paper, tissue, cloth) 
 

Create a colour wheel showing hot and cold colours. 

 
Experiment with pastel and paint to create a background for the fire. 

 
 

Makes you think of a hot temperature. 
 

red, orange, and yellow 

Makes you think of a low temperature. 
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Skills - Experiment with water colour paint, pencil 
crayons, and pastels to create a picture and determine 

which medium is most effective. 
 

Drawing lines across each other. 

Slightly mixing two colours when wet to bring them 
together. 

Making dots or specks. 
The outline of something. 
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Design Technology: vocabulary and knowledge 

 Year One 

 Construction Textiles Cooking and nutrition 

 Key Vocabulary 
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Key knowledge 
ALL children 

should at least 
know 

Please refer to 
the progression 

of skills and 
knowledge map 

for more detail. 

DESIGN 
• Design purposeful, functional products based on a class 

design criteria 
• Generate, develop, model and communicate their 

ideas through talking, drawing, mock-ups and ICT and, 
where appropriate 

MAKE 
• Use simple tools to cut 

• Fold, roll and mould materials to create the product 
TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE 

• Build structures, exploring how they can be made 

stronger, stiffer and more stable 
 

DESIGN 
• Design a functional, appealing product based on a class design criteria 

• Generate and develop their ideas through talking and drawing. 
MAKE 

• Use a range of tools including scissors, thread, glue to join materials 
• Select from a wide range of materials based on their appropriateness for the 

task 
 

 

DESIGN 
• Design an appealing product based on a class design criteria 

• Generate, develop and communicate their ideas through talking and drawing. 
MAKE 

• Use a range of tools to spread, cut and grate 
•Understand and demonstrate how to use tools safely 

 
COOKING AND NUTRITION 

• Understand the basic principles of cleanliness when preparing food  
• understand where food comes from 

 

 

 


